METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS

STATION NOTES

The climatological readings for, Kingston are made from several stations. Temperatures and humidity are
messured in a Stevenson Screen situated at Bt. George’s College and supervised by the Society of Jesuits. The
exposure is good and the readings are considered representative of the area. Rainfall is measured at the Public
‘Works Office but there are several other gauges within a two-mile radius with which to compare. This is necessary
with the capricious nature of Jamaica rain. Cloud weather and wind are recorded at Palisadoes Airport situated
on the seaward side of Kingston Bay. This is a full time synoptic and climatological meteorological station,
first class, maintained by Air Ministry staff, and is the forecast eentre for the western Caribbean. Here the exposure
is excelient but the cloud amount tends to be less than over the City. Showers are also less frequent. The day

_ sea breeze sets in earlier at the Airport and apparently is stronger, while the night land breeze which coels the urban
area does not appreciably affect the Airport till dawn. Wind is recorded by Dines Pressure Tube Recording

Anemometer.

Both Morant Point and Negril Point Lighthouse are full synoptic reporting stations with a good complement of
ipstruments including Cup Anemometers. Exposures are open and very goed, the sites at the extreme east and
west extremities of the Island being excellent for their main purpose of weather reporting for immediate international

use. .
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 5

THE WEATHER OF 1949

The rainfall for the Island was 889 of the 70-year Mean. The parishes of St. Thomas (1169,} and Hanover
{105%,) received more rain than normal, whilst the Parishes of St. Mary (749), Portland (739%), Clarendon (74%)
and Kingston (709) were well below average. The rainfall for the remaining Parishes was about normal. On
examining the island mean figures month by month, May was the wettest month in 1949; the Parish of St. Thomass
had 227% of the normal, whilst St. Ann, St. Elizabeth and Westmoreland received almost half as much again as
normal. September and December were rather wetter than usual and November in some areas was above average,
particularly in St. Thomas (1889) and Clarendon (1519;) in September, and Hanover (1639), St. James (1559;)
and Westmoreland (17494) in November, and St. Andrew {2169,) in December. January and February were
very dry in most Parishes. Kingston only received 179, in January and 39 in February of its normal rainfall.

Temperatures were a little above average for the year but nights were cooler than normal in January, February,
March and December.

Extremes—During January, 23 stations reported no measurable rain, whilst 22 stations also received no rainfall.

The highest recorded temperature in Kingston was 94.1°F. on 4th August—the lowest Maximum since 1938.
The coolest night oceurred on 19th January when the mercury fell to 64.6°F. At Hope, the highest temperature
was 96.4°F. in September, whilst January, February and March were the coolest months for at least ten years.

Northers—Light Northers penetrated as far as Jamaica in January, May and December, but there were no
reports of high winds to damage crops. The weather situation in May was similar to that of May 1948 but
fortunntely, the disastrous floods of that year did not again oceur.

Tropical Storms—There were eleven (11) tropical disturbances in and around the Caribbean in 1949, but
{ortunately, none came near enough to Jamaica to warrant the issue of a warning for the Island.

1t was not until August 21st, that the first storm of the year was discovered, some 300 miles North of Puerto
Rico. It moved WNW and then slowly curved North to pass over a Lightship off Cape Hatteras. The first storm
in the Caribbean proper was located near Martinique on August 30th, but by September 2nd, the storm had weakened
so much that no definite centre could be found. The sixth stormn of the season and the second in the Caribbean was
located 100 miles SSE of St. Creix on September 21st. It moved WNW to reach the south-east coast of the
Dominican Republic and then fortunately dissipated, though not before 15 lives were lost there. The last hurricane
of the season was loeated by aircraft 50 miles East of Swan Island on November 3rd, but fortunately, for Jamaica,
drifted slowly SSW until it reached Honduras, where it dissipated rapidly.



